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I THREE ROBBERIES
! AND TWO HOLDUPS

IN 3 BOROUGHS
Chloroform Spiny I mh! in
Home of Close Friend

of Mayor Hylan.
DEAD LINE VIOLATED

Two Safes Rifled in Shi|>pin<rCompany Office*
at 12 Broadway.

FOUR HOB RESTAURANT]
Youth Arrested Charged With

Having Possession of BurglarTools.

'l^wo holdups and three robberies,
in one of which the thieves chloroformedfour persons sleeping in their
beds, figured yesterday the activities
of criminals in Manhattan. Brooklyn
and Richmond. Joseph A. Solovei.
until recently Assistant Corporation
Counsel in charge of street openings
in Brooklyn and a close friend of
Mayor Ilylan, was one of the victims
of the house robbers who used the
chloroform spray. Safe robbers again
defied the Fulton street dead line by
rifling two safes between Saturday
night and yesterday morning In the
office building at 42 Broadway.

Mr. Solovel. who was removed from
office by Mayor Hylan after he had been
indicted by the Federal Orand Jury I>e
mber 4 on charges alleging lie bribed

a prohibition agent, said la*it night that
the thieves who robbed his home, ftb
Thatford avenue, Brooklyn, early yes-
t« rday morning were not novices. Mr.
Polovei Is convinced chloroform was

used, for he and his parents, Mr. and
Mrs. Jacob Solovei, and his sister, Miss
Farah Solovei, awoke with severe headaches.The thieves did not overlook any
of thr fourteen rooms in the house, he
said, and took everything of value that
they might dispose of. Including two
bottles of his private stock. Their loot
(.insisted of clothing and Jewelry valued

at <1.300.
Detectives investigating the robbery

ft el certain tnat the robbing party Intrudeda female Baffles or else one of the
thieves was desirous of collecting a

token suitable for a woman friend. Miss
Solovei discovered that her powder puff
and other articles pertaining to a young
woman's toilet were missing, as well as

a pair of long gloves. She also missed
a seal coat lined with beaver valued at
$300.
The safe robbers who ripped open two

safes In the offices of the Cosmopolitan
Shipping Company and the Montana
Fower Company, on the fourth and seventhfloorsrespwd^veljoft; Broadway,
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the oni l' "I meth.-U They knocked
t - >rr i< inn thins off with sledae hatnn«-r»Tirr* other ufea that they
l< hM proved too tare* and strong for
»' * T «*fee robbed were In the
ie-.no.>.ip company'* office* anil yielded
the robiMM* flee In c:«»h and 150 worth
if .« utanipp I >etectl\ c» investlratintrthe roi.U ri » are myatlHed as to
I » the t 'iM-re y.-t into the eteuniMhlt.
company' off « ». aa the doors were
found l«» krd yesterday morning There
u a wat Moan In l. >« mi lid inn every
nkfiht and It* aaar no one enter.
rour nitn ki nn u wuu itvuivits

l>u»h*d the r way Into the kitchen of the
High MiiiuUrtn liMUurani, !i!l Third
4VMIM, y«»terday afternoon *n<l hound
and gagged !« Hong, it jrMn old. the
proprietor The restaurant la near 149th
treat, which la cewldend the heart of
The Hruai The thieves stole $-'* from
the cash register and were about to leave
whet) William Hnhan of Hi Alexander
venue and Vincent Paradosi of 5X2

diorrts avenue otarted to ascend the
ihort flight of etalre leading to the restaursnt
Both Mohan and Paradox! perceived

what waa going on and M < Rm
xtreet. with the thieve# at their hcela.
The robhere, wttneaeex say, leaned Into
a taxteab which daahed eouth In Third
avenue. Mohan came upon Policeman
Patrick Bray of the Alexander avenue
station, a block away. Hray obtained a
description of the four men from the
Chinese and later arreated Juan Alvare»,1* years old. who aald he came
here recently from Hrasil. In the 149th
street subway station. The policeman
said he found a fully loaded pistol on
Alvarca.

Policeman Theodore A. Raphael of
the Beach street station found the prostrateform of u woman lying In the
xtreet at Kranklin street and Wcet
Broadway. The policeman look her to
the station, where when revived she said
she was Mtss Constance Idurbin, 19
years old. of 215 Kast Eighteenth street.
The young woman said she had been
lured Into a taxlcab by three men who
beat and robbed her and then threw her
Into the street. Her lips were cut and
there was a deep gash over her eye.
Miss Kaphas) displayed a number of
badly twisted gold links, which, she
said, was all that remained of her gold
wrist watch. The young woman repeatedher story to Magistrate Tobeas
in "romos court ana was released.

Robert Klensle. Jr.. and his uncle.
Charles Klenzle, were opening up their
hotel at 325 Richmond Turnpike, Tompklnsvllle,S. I., yesterday morning, when
an armed robber walked Into the room.
He forced the two men back Into a wire
cage where the cash drawer was located
and to hand over the contents, amount-
Ing to 3150, to him. He then pushed
them into a rear room and looked the
door.

Detectives Fitzgerald and Browning
of the West 100th street station do-jscended upon a furnished room at <55
West 106th street and arrested John
Thomas, John 1'ollitere and James Lyons,
whom they found occupying the room, on
charges alleging robbery and violation of
the Sullivan law. The detectives say
they found three revolvers, a blackjack,
a flashlight, a sectional jimmy and other
articles belonging to a burglar's ward!robe in a handbag that Thomas claimed
ownership of. The robbery the men are
suspected of is that of the delicatessen
store of Max Rubin at 573 Amsterdam
avenue on December 13. They wgre held
in 35.<i00 bail each by Magistrate Nolanin West Side Court.

TRACTIOS U 11.1, DRAKTKI),
Detroit, Jan. 10..Formation of a

company to be conducted on a service at
cost basis, having administrative control
over all street railway lines and in effectending the controvtrcy between the cityand the Detroit United Railway, is proposedin the draft of an ordinance presented tothe city Corporation Counsel hv o... ...

tornovs for the f.>. U. H. to-day.
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CRIME SUSPECTED
IN A CITY CONTRACT

Stein brink Tells Board of EstimateHe 11ms Case for
( rand Jury.

SHROUPEI) IN SECRECY

II> lan Instructs Lawyer to
Confer With the CorporationCounsel.

The monotony of the Board of Estimate'sroutine questioning of city con-

tractors was interrupted yesternay oy
'he announcement of Meier Steinbrink,
associate counsel of the board's inquiry,
that he had discovered a general city
contract so suspicious in its details tha«.
it ought to be taken before the Grand
Jury.
That was the nearest the board has

come to revealing a crime so far, and
Mr. .Steinbrink did not tell even the
board what it was all about. Mayor
Hyian Instructed the counsel to take the
matter up with the Corporation Counsel
and the board resumed Its gind.
"One contract, I might call it a generalcity contract," said Mr. Steinbrink.

"hi»H been discovered with circumstances
that are highly suspicious. For Instance,
there has been alteration of records, and
H does noi seem mat mis would nave
been done if the affair had been honest.

"I d<> not think that this matler, in
which the question of criminality is involved,should be made public at present.
Several other contracts are suspicious
also. I think this contract should be describedbehind closed doors."

"isn't it better to have the matter out
in the open and let the people know
about it?" asked the Mayor.

Mr. Stelnbrink replied that might be
the case generally, but in some cases the
witnesses might disappear if the matters
were made public. The Mayor insisted
It would be better to let the public know
about it. but finally ordered Mr. Steinirink to confer with the Corporation
Counsel and take whatever course the
case deserved.

"1 do not wish to be understood us

stating definitely that there Is a crime,''
Mr. Stelnbrink explained, "but I do
think that the matter is so highly suspiciousthat it ought to be presented to
the Grand Jury."
The board questioned coal contractors

yesterday and will continue Its exaniinailions to-day.

DETROIT OUTLOOK BRIGHTER.

Small Plants In Hpopeii.Slude-
hukrr Ilesa mrs.

Detroit, Jan. 10..further slight im1provement in the unemployment situation
here was looked for this week with the reopeningof several small plants and resumptionof operations in additional de-
partments of plnnts that have been
working with curtailed forces.
The Continental Motors Corporation

expected to reopen with a small force to-
morrow. It has been closed since De-
ceMber 22. Normally the plant employs
3,000 men. The Studebaker Corporation
reopened its local plant this morning, as
did several other smaller factories. Announcementthat the Ford Motor Com-,
pany will reopen February 1 is expected
to be made shortly.
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to reach this conclusion, because I real-
ize that nothing can produce the kind
of etlleient work that I have been talkingabout better than a contented and
well paid lot of woraers. I hope that
the announcement of readjustment of
wages will be received by all the workerswith the feeling that I have had
their Interests at heart, and that decisionwas reached with a full regard
for what Is Just to them."

In an earlier statement Issued to the
employees Mr. Wood said :
"We have been waiting for business,

but no business comes, so we have deckledto do something to start business,
if it can be done.

"First, we propose immediately to sell
the cloth on hand at greatly reduced
prices. This will be jlone at a substantialloss to the company, but we must
meet it. It will be the company's loss
alone. It will in no way affect your
wages. Then we propose Immediately to
make the biggest effort we have ever

made to get business to run our mills.
"But we are convinced our best effortswill not bring business unless we

reduce the prices on our new season's
goods. To do this we must reduce not
only our profits but our costs as well,
and among others our labor costs. If we
do not do this we must close our mills.

"So we have decided to figure out
costs for next season's goods at a rate of
wages lower than the present. We hop*'
with prices thus fixed and our unusually
strenuous efforts to get business to at-
tract the trade so that we can sell cloth
enough to, pen up our mills and run them
on full time. Tho next few weeks will
tell the story.
"We therefore announce that the rate

of wages in all our mills will be fixed,
beginning Monday, January 17, at 22'^
per cent, less than the present rate. We
had hoped to avoid this reduction in
wages, but we are convinced that it cannotbe done.
"We believe that the action which we
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have taken will meet your approval, for
we believe it to be really in your intereat.in that it will, in our Judgment,
avoid a shutdown and give to the workersa steadier and more permanent employment."
The City Council or i-awrence took

Immediate steps in the wage reduction
situation. The Council voted to ask the
managers of all local mills to attend a

conference Thursday morning at City
Hall. The Council plans to ask them if
curtailments In the mills were due to
market conditions only or to their desire
to bring about a new wage scale. Mayor
William P. White and ex-tfenator Cal-
latum, a memDer or hip touncii, wer>responsiblefor the Council's action. The
Aldermen said great suffering of almost
unbelievable character has been brought
on by the unemployment of thousands of
wi rkera In the mllla.

Officers of the Central Labor Union of
Lawicnee announced that a mass meetPI
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ing of all textile workers of the city
would be held Sunday afternoon at the
request of Thomas McMahon, vice-presidentof the International Union of the
United Textile Workers. The meeting Is
called to strengthen the union stand
against curtailments of wages, which
have been received under protest.

IRON WAGES TO BE CUT.
Kkaoino, Pa., Jan. 10..The Reading

Iron Company posted notices to-day that
a reduction in wages would be made in
all Its departments, effective next week.
The new rates will be announced later.

Tlic Crane Iron Comnanv. CatflMiinno
Pa., announced a wage cut of 20 per
cent., effective January 16. ,
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Saoo, Me.. Jan. 10..The New York
Cotton Mills, employing 2,800 hands, re-

slimed full time operation to-day. For
the last few weeks the mills have been
run on a three and four day schedule.
They manufacture ginghams.

OFFICE N KA It JAIL ROBBED.
Special Despatch to The Nbw York llraULD.
Middlbtown, N. V., Jhd. 10..The

office of the Clerk of Orange county here
was robbed some time between Saturdaynight and this morning of $1150 In
cash and two Government bonds worth
$50 each. The office Is across the street
from the County Court House and the
county jail.
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